Infection and immunity with a virus isolate from turkeys.
Avian pox virus was isolated from cutaneous pox lesions removed from turkey breeders that had been vaccinated three times with a commercial fowl pox vaccine. In three cross-immunization experiments with turkeys and two with chickens, the turkey pox isolate, designated NC5271, proved immunologically different from fowl, pigeon, and quail pox viruses. Significant protection against NC5271 virus infection and inducement of pox lesions was only attained when the homologous isolate was used as a vaccine. The potential need in the field for such a vaccine was discussed.